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Greetings for the new year.  

 

Here’s hoping for a long wet summer so instead of gardening we can sit and stitch and not 

have any feelings of guilt. I also hope that you all received lots of goodies that will enable 

you to enjoy your handicrafts and have much to show at our exhibition in September. 

 

A warm welcome to all of our new committee members and a huge thank you to the 

outgoing committee who have worked so hard for us over the years. Thank you to Kathy 

Pascoe who worked tirelessly for the guild. A special thank you to Brenda Phillips for all of 

her work and especially her skills as treasurer and also to her husband Perry for working 

quietly behind the scenes doing the handyman jobs and much fetching and carrying. Also to 

Annette Fischer our magnificent secretary who managed to keep us all up to date and kept 

things moving at committee meetings. 

Please don’t forget our suggestion book which is located on the shelf under our sign in 

book. Should you have any ideas that would improve the running of our guild either contact 

a committee member directly or use the suggestion book. It is checked every week and all 

ideas are welcome. 

 

The Canberra Show will be with us shortly and I urge you to visit the craft show. Last year 

some of our members presented beautiful work which won prizes. Good luck to those of 

you who have entered and I know that your work will be wonderful. 

 

Inside you will find a list of classes that will be held this year. Please sign up for one of them 

and should you be interested in a class that is not listed let me know and I shall try my best 

to find a tutor. The success of these classes depend on us the members of the guild.  

 

Our Christmas party was a huge success with lots of beautiful food, a delicious punch (thank 

you, Brenda) and many goodies for our charity hamper which went to St John’s Reid for 

their Christmas luncheon for the needy. Thank you to all the members who gave. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all at the guild and what you have produced since we last met. 

‘Til then, keep stitching 

 

Lesley. 
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The Crimson Thread derives its name from the Crimson Thread of Kinship, a 12 metre 
Federation Embroidery stitched by Guild members for the Federation Centenary Year 

Contributions for the next 
issue of The Crimson 
Thread due by Monday 
16 March 2009 



Guild News 
 

Greenhills 2009 
 

May may seem a long way away but it isn’t! This year’s stitching weekend will be held in the new 
facilities at the Greenhills conference centre, Cotter, ACT, from the evening of Friday, 29 May to 
the afternoon of Sunday 31 May. 
 
The cost will be $176 per person (twin share) for accommodation and meals. This is an increase on 
2008 but we only used the new facilities by default last year because of a complication in booking. 
I understand that there was overwhelming agreement among last year’s stitchers that the new 
facilities are well worth the extra money. You can pay by instalments if you prefer. 
 
Please complete the application form enclosed in this month’s Crimson Thread or ask a committee 
member for a form. We need 36 people who want to spend a peaceful weekend stitching, maybe 
learn some new techniques and, above all, have fun. 
 
Fran Novitski 
Treasurer 
 
 

Classes τ 2009 
 

Stumpwork Birds — Unfortunately this class has been postponed due to ill health. We hope that 
Annette will make a speedy recovery. 
 
Please check the noticeboard at the guild regularly as the following classes are in the works for 
next year. 
Hardanger with Bonnie Crawford — Saturdays in February. 
Ribbon embroidery with Jan Hure — Mondays in March. 
Stumpwork with Pat Bootland — TBA 
Shisha work with Felicity Sienkowski — TBAs 
Sashiko with Felicity Sienkowski — TBA 
Bullion work with Robyn Duncan — TBA. 

********************* 

Report from Committee τ November/December 2008 
 Pat Bootland  has been  recognised  for her continuous contribution to the guild by way of a 

10 year service award. The award was presented at the Christmas party. 

  The committee discussed changing the date and time of the Annual General Meeting. 

 Discussion was held on change of date for Machine embroidery group. 

 The Paper Arts group meetings have changed from the 1st Thursday to the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month.  

 Rebecca Clark is contacting the people who expressed an interest in joining the guild at the 
exhibition. They will each be invited to attend a Monday meeting. 

 
A copy of the minutes of each meeting is available from the office. 



Guild News 
 

Machine Embroidery Group. 
 
Our first meeting for 2009 will be held on Sunday 8th February commencing at 10.30 am 
Please note the change of time. 

Our planned program for the year is:- 

February — .Stitching on silk paper. 

June —.Machine embroidered beads. 

August — Textured backgrounds with stitching. 

October — Doreen Grey will show us ways to use our machine feet. 

December — Christmas Party  

March, May, July, September and November meetings will be our sharing of ideas, a chance to 
show and tell work that we have attempted, discuss any problems and complete work from the 
last session. We decided that this program will give us more time to assist new members, as well 
as the old, as we try to perfect new techniques. 
 
Requirements for the February meeting 
 
Lunch 
Sewing machine, embroidery threads, and usual sewing needs. 
Samples of silk paper that you made last year. If you have not tried this yet, please contact me and 
I will arrange to show you the easy technique. As silk paper is very strong it lends itself to making 
original two and three dimensional items. e.g. bags, jewellery, cards, etc. The colours available can 
be very vibrant. Please bring along any books and articles that you have using silk paper 
 
Please feel free to join us, as this promises to be a very enjoyable start to 2009. 
 
Betty Matthews (Convener) 

 

In praise of embroidery 
 

A quote from the French philosopher J J Rousseau “The Confessions”, (1781)  on the subject of 
usefully occupying oneself: 
 
“To make any society really pleasant, not only must everyone be doing something, but something 
that requires a certain amount of attention. Crochet is as bad as doing nothing; it takes as much to 
amuse a woman who is crocheting as one who is sitting with folded hands.  But if she is 
embroidering, that is different; she is sufficiently occupied to fill the intervals of silence.” 
(Apologies to the crocheters!)   



Guild News 
 
Creative Group 
A Challenge year!! 
 

2009 begins   and this is a year for our biannual challenge. The challenge is open to all, and 
anyone who wishes to take part should have their name on the list. If you have not, then please 
contact Annette on 6231 4211 by the 9 February. 
 
Kits and instructions for the Challenge can be collected from Guild Rooms from 16th February. The 
cost is $5 and the finished items will be displayed in our September Exhibition. 
 

Proposed activities for 2009 τ ŀƴŘ άǎǘƛǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘέ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ  
 

7 February  Printing techniques on fabric including mono printing 

7 March  Transfer paint 

4 April  Techniques with freezer paper – including appliqué, screen printing and 
stencils 

2 May  Distressing with heat 

6 June  Fabric manipulation – tucking and crinkling…. 

4 July  One stitch interpretation of a picture 

1 August  Punch Needle 

5 September  Fabric weaving 

3 October  Art clothing …. Show and tell 

7 November  Embellishing with clusters including beads, buttons and Suffolk puffs. 

 
Saturday February 7th 2009 ς Printing techniques on fabrics including mono printing  
Needs for this session are:  

 a piece of acetate, Perspex or glass to work on 

 a brayer (which per Wikapedia is a small hand roller used to spread ink thinly and evenly) or any 
other roller you happen to have might be handy 

 acrylic paints 

 calico or similar cotton fabric to print on 

 objects to make marks ….  such as leaves, Guttaguard, pop sicks, old credit cards  
 
Saturday 7th March 2009 ς Transfer paints 
Here we shall be applying paint to cotton or man-made fabrics (polyesters and poly-mix) with 
brushes, rollers, sponges. Bring a little salt — but paints will be supplied! 

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/roller
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/spread
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/ink
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/thinly
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/evenly


Guild News 
 
All members are most welcome at Creative meetings.  They meet at the Guild Rooms on first 
Saturdays of the month, starting at 10:00am with the day’s activity, and we work through till 
about 2:30pm. Show-and-tell, planning and reporting, generally happen directly after lunch. 
Help with setting up and putting away is always appreciated. 
 
 
Helen Hardie 
 

 
 

Introducing Angela Cornell 
 

My earliest memory is.—.recovering in hospital from glandular 
fever at age 3. 
I wish I'd never worn — a maternity dress when I wasn't pregnant. 
My favourite meal is — bangers and mash. 
I have lived in the Canberra area since — 1976. 
I grew up in — Dublin. 
The last big belly laugh I had was — at the Monday meeting 
jokes. 
My favourite travel spot is — Japan. 
My main occupation was — a theatre nurse. 
How many UFOs do you have? — 5 
The hardest thing I've ever done was — walked the overland 
track in Tasmania with my husband and two small children and 
in five days we only had one hour of sunshine.  

 

Introducing Levona Lea 
 

My earliest memory is — when my Mum tried to enrol me in 
Ainslie Primary School when I was 3 years old. 
I wish I'd never worn — sandshoes. 
My favourite meal is — rack of lamb. 
My favourite type of embroidery is — Hardanger. 
I grew up in — Canberra. I was born here. 
The last big belly laugh I had was —when we were kids, we 
snuck into church and my friend found the holy water and 
sprinkled it over me. 
My favourite travel spot is — Banff, Canada. 
My main occupation was — a director of a family business. 
How many UFOs do you have?  —Nil 

 
 
 



Guild News 
 
 

 
 
 

Pat Bootland, right, being presented with her Service Award for 2008 
 by President, Lesley Jemesen. 

 
For more than ten years Pat Bootland has been an extremely valuable member of our guild. During 
this period, she has worked on the committee, as classes co-ordinator, vice president and as 
exhibition coordinator. Pat is currently convenor of Monday night guild meetings and has been for 
a number of years. Pat is very creative and her work is always admired and inspirational to us who 
are far less talented. However, Pat is always willing to share her knowledge and over the years has 
conducted many classes and every student walks away feeling she has achieved well. Pat is a true 
mentor and her contributions to the guild are highly respected. Thank you, Pat, for all you have 
done. 
 

 



Guild News 
 

Paper arts group  
  

Explore the exciting world of multi-media where endless new techniques and products can be used 

to enhance embroidery projects on paper or fabric. Try something new in 2009.  

 

NEW MEETING TIME IS 2ND WEDNESDAY OF MONTH, 11 AM TO 3 PM. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances the regular meeting times and dates for 2009 will need to be changed and 

the group will discuss this at the first meeting " 

 

Wed 11 Feb: Using stamping techniques for embroidery 
 
We will look at stamping both on paper and fabric, exploring a range of different surfaces and 
stamping inks etc. For beginners, we will run through the basics of stamping then move on to more 
creative uses, such as finishing a piece with hand or machine stitching to embellish a stamped 
design. Participants bring: any stamps and stamp pads you might own; paints such as Lumiere; 
embossing powders and a heat gun (if you have one) plus all sorts of paper and fabric you would 
like to stamp on, plain or already patterned or coloured. Bring also your basic stitching kit plus 
some luscious decorative threads for finishing off. 
 

Finally we will also discuss an ATC monthly challenge project and some ideas for a display in the 
exhibition. 
 

 

March: (date to be advised) Using fancy paper serviettes 
 

We will look at the 101 ways of incorporating those beautiful decorative serviettes into your own 
work. They can be stitched, torn, layered, overpainted or stamped, fused to a variety of bases and 
in general provide a terrific resource for the embroiderer. Participants to bring: serviettes (any 
design you like); box canvases (cheap shops) or canvas paper pads, acrylic felt and fusible 
webbing (for bases); Jo Sonja's All-Purpose Sealer and Crackle Medium(Spotlight); sharp scissors 
for cutting out motifs; brushes; Goldfinger or rub n' buff; UTEE embossing powder/heat gun. 
 

SERVIETTE SWAP: BRING ALONG ANY SURPLUS SERVIETTES YOU HAVE AND RECEIVE 
LOVELY NEW DESIGNS FROM SOMEONE ELSE. THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF DESIGNS 
AND YOU DON'T NEED A WHOLE PACKET OF EACH. 
  

New members very welcome. Drop in and share (or pay a small kit fee) if you don't have any or all 
of the requirements listed above. 
All queries to the coordinator:  

Patricia Fowler 

 
 

Annual Subscriptions 
 

A reminder that annual subscriptions for 2009/2010 are due on 31 March 2009. 
Renewal forms will be enclosed with the March/April newsletter. 

 



Guild Activities 
 

Your quick reference guide to Guild activities 
 Regular meetings 

 
Monday meetings: every Monday 
10am-1pm  
and 6-9.30pm 
Bring along your stitching, chat and 
share a cuppa. 

Pulled thread group:  
Monday 10am-1pm 
Delicate and decorative drawn 
thread work from Denmark. 

Stay and stitch group:  
1st Monday 12.30-2pm 
Occasional projects or stitch your 
own work. Bring your lunch and 
stay on for this group 

Beading and braiding:  
1st Thursday 11am-3pm. 

Paper arts group:  
TBA 11am-3pm 
See the convener  
Patricia Fowler 6297 6947 

Creative Group:  
1st Saturday 10am-3pm 
Design your own work, slash, 
burn, paint or otherwise 
manipulate fabric 

Hardanger Group: 
Monday 10am-12 noon and  
2nd Saturday 1.30-4pm 
Beautiful Norwegian counted 
thread embroidery: a very active 
group of many members – more 
always welcome 

Machine embroidery group:  
2nd Sunday 10am-3.30pm 
Bring your machine and learn new 
and easy ways to use it 

WoWies  
(Workshop on the Web):  
2nd Sunday 12.30am-2.30pm 
See the convener,  
Suzanne Clarke 6288 8612 

Web address: 

www.embroiderersact.org.au 

2 Feb Monday 

10am-1pm  
1–2pm 
6pm-9.30pm 
 

Morning meeting  
Stay and stitch 
Evening meeting  
Newsletter distribution 

5 Feb Thursday 11am–3pm Beading and braiding 

7 Feb Saturday 10.30am-3 pm Creative group 

8 Feb Sunday 10am–3.30pm 
12.30–2.30pm 

Machine embroidery 
WoWies 

9 Feb Monday 10am-1pm  
12.30-2pm 
6pm-9.30pm 

Morning meeting 

Committee meeting 
Evening meeting  

11 Feb Wednesday 11am–3pm Paper Arts 

14 Feb Saturday 1.30–4 pm Hardanger 

16 Feb Monday 10am-1pm  
6pm-9.30pm 

Morning meeting  
Evening meeting  

23 Feb  Monday 
10am-1pm  
6pm-9.30pm 

Morning meeting  
Evening meeting  

2 March Monday 
10am-12pm  
12–2pm 
6pm-9.30pm 

Morning meeting  
Stay and stitch 
Evening meeting 

5 March Thursday 11am–3pm Beading and braiding 

7 March Saturday 10am-3pm Creative group 

8 March Sunday 
10am–3.30pm 
12.30–2.30pm 

Machine embroidery 
WoWies 

9 March Monday 
10am-12pm  
12.30–2pm 
6pm-9.30pm 

Morning meeting  
Committee meeting 
Evening meeting 

TBA  11am–3pm Paper Arts 

14 March Saturday 1.30-4pm Hardanger 

 

http://www.embroiderersact.org.au/


Guild Activities (continued) 
 

16 March Monday 
Canberra Day 

10am–12pm 
Morning meeting 
No evening meeting 
Newsletter deadline 

  23 March Monday 
10am-1pm 
6–9.30pm 

Morning meeting 
Evening meeting 

30 March Monday 
10am-1pm 
6–9.30pm 

Morning meeting 
Evening meeting 
Newsletter distribution 

 

Quick reference guide for April 2009 

2 April Thursday 11am–3pm Beading and Braiding 

4 April Saturday 10am–3pm Creative group 

6 April Monday 
10am–12pm 
12–2 pm 
6–9.30pm 

Morning meeting 
Stay and stitch 
Evening meeting 

 
 

Guild details 
 

The Embroiderers’ Guild ACT: ph/fax 6262 8035, or contact the relevant person listed above. Meetings are held at the 
Embroiderers’ Hall, Gorman House Arts Centre, corner Currong and Batman Streets, Braddon.  
Website: www.embroiderersact.org.au 
 
Newsletter details 
The Crimson Thread is published bi-monthly. Contributions to the magazine must be received by the due date (see 
front cover) each month and can be sent: 

 By email to laureljohnson@bigpond.com (preferred) or embroiderersact@pcug.org.au  

 By normal mail to: The Embroiderers’ Guild ACT Inc, GPO Box 146 Canberra ACT 2601 

 By dropping contributions (on paper or IBM formatted disk – PLEASE certify that it is virus free) into the 
Newsletter Editor’s pigeonhole. Please attach a contact phone number. 

Please contact us for written permission if you wish to use anything in this newsletter 

 

 

 

http://www.embroiderersact.org.au/
mailto:laureljohnson@bigpond.com
mailto:embroiderersact@pcug.org.au

